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Synopsis
Providing Healthcare services to the uninsured has been a hot debate in the economic, political and social circles. Insured people are complaining that the tax penalties are meant to cater to the immigrants who have no legal entitlement to the services. However, the state of California is the first one to introduce this type of services after the federal government under Obamacare adopted what was referred to as 'Individual Mandate'. California has increased its budget share for healthcare, and the additional funds are meant to cater to the healthcare needs of over 100,000 undocumented immigrants. This proposal was backed by the democrats, who stated that healthcare was a human right, and everyone under the state government was entitled to it. The only counter-reaction to the new law was from the republicans who decried that it was meant to punish the uninsured to cater to the medical needs of the undocumented people. The Republicans presented their argument on the moral and ethical part of the new law.
Discussion
I do not think it is ethical to introduce tax as punishment for people that do not have health insurances. Universal healthcare is a right call, but it should be hinged on the principle of fairness, equality, equity and transparency. The motive of the law is not clear, and it may create resentment among Californians that are not insured. Previous articles from California called for transparency of state government, but the passing of the new law raised more questions than answers. A person may argue that the law is meant to motivate people that are uninsured to apply for healthcare insurance, but I fail to understand how they will do that if they do not understand its benefits. State government should engage more in civic education before passing laws that touch on healthcare. My questions in this topic are, is it more essential to coerce people to pay for healthcare insurance through penalty tax? Can civic education on healthcare insurance raise the numbers of insured people under medical and Medicaid?
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